MARKET REPORT

THE DD FREEDISH
STORY

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
has put forth key recommendations aimed at
improving the organization of television channels in
Electronic Program Guides (EPG) and upgrading
DD Free Dish to an addressable system.

India’s pay-TV industry, comprising cable and DTH
servicTRAI recommends that the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) should collect data on the primary
language and sub-genre of all television channels from
broadcasters. This information should be publicly available
on the Broadcast Seva portal, allowing distributors to
arrange channels in the EPG systematically and
consistently.

Additionally, MIB should obtain the same details
for existing permitted channels, ensuring uniformity across
all broadcasting platforms.

UPGRADING DD FREE DISH TO AN
ADDRESSABLE SYSTEM

To enhance content security and combat piracy,
TRAI recommends that Prasar Bharati upgrade DD Free
Dish to an addressable system in a phased manner. The
transition would:
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¢ Improve the quality of viewing experience

¢ Prevent unauthorized re-transmission of television
signals

¢ Enable subscriber tracking and record-keeping

¢ MIB should issue an official notification outlining
the transition timeline, allowing Prasar Bharati
sufficient time to prepare and ensure a smooth
migration for subscribers.

MANDATORY ENCRYPTION OF DD FREE DISH
CHANNELS
¢ TRAIrecommends a phased encryption of DD Free
Dish channels, starting with private broadcaster
content. By April 1, 2025, encryption should be
mandatory for all private broadcaster
signals before uplinking. Doordarshan
and government educational channels
may remain unencrypted initially.
Eventually, within four years, all
channels—including DD channels—
should be encrypted.
¢ Additionally, the sale of non-
addressable STBs should be prohibited
by January 1, 2025, once addressable STBs become
widely available.

CONSUMER AWARENESS AND SUBSIDIZED
STBS
¢ To facilitate the transition, TRAI recommends that
Prasar Bharati authorize Indian STB manufacturers
to produce addressable STBs, which should be:
¢ Available by January 1, 2025, through authorized
distribution networks.
¢ Provisioned only after KYC verification, as per MIB
guidelines.
¢ Offered at subsidized rates for underprivileged
communities through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
schemes, if implemented by the government.
¢ Prasar Bharati should also conduct awareness
campaigns via TV scrolls, print media, and digital
platforms to educate consumers about the upcoming
transition and benefits of addressable STBs.

These recommendations from TRAI aim to bring
greater organization, transparency, and security to India's
television broadcasting sector. By standardizing EPG
listings, upgrading DD Free Dish to an addressable system,
and promoting indigenous technologies, India can ensure
a more efficient, consumer-friendly, and technologically
advanced broadcasting ecosystem. W
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